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" The Bastille may occur to fomc of my readers, as an objeffc 
concerning which fome information would be acceptable. I am happy 
to be able to give this, by means of a Pamphlet publifhed in 1774., 
written by a perfon who was long confined in this piifon. It is 
reckoned the belt account of this celebrated ftru&ure ever publiftied j 
and the fale of it being prohibited in France, under very fcvere penal- 
ties, it is become extremely fcarce." 

Mr. Howard's State of the Prifons. Third Edit. Pag. 174* 
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TO 

■ 

JOHN HOWARD, Esq, 

F. R. S. 

\ 

SIR, 

AS the revolution in France feems 
likely to contribute more to the 
general happinefs of mankind, than 
almoft any other occurrence in hiftory ; 
and as the demolition of the Bajlille 
forms a principal feature of that event ; 
permit me to dedicate this account of 
theConftru£iion and Oeconomy of it to 
you; whofe unwearied efforts to alleviate 
the misfortunes of the unhappy, have 
caufed your name to be refpe&ed and 

revered, 



DEDICATION. 

revered, in a degree to which no age 
or nation can boaft a comparifon. 

Our countrymen may learn from 
this little Tra6t, not only to venerate 
and defend the principles of a free 
Conftitution, but to feel, like yourfelf, 
for the Unfortunate, of whatever coun- 
try or condition. 

Accept, Sir, the moft fincere con- 
gratulations, that you have lived to 
witnefs the deftru&ion of the only 
prifon in Europe^ except the Holy and 
Apoftolic Inquijition^ that was inac- 
ceflible to the benign efforts of your 
humanity. — May every other abode of 
the objects of oppreflion fliare the fate 
of the Bqftille t 

That Providence may again permit 
you to return to your native country, 

and 
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DEDICATION. 

and that you may long continue an 
ornament and bleffing to it, is the ar- 
dent prayer of thoufands ; and of none 
more than, 

Sir, 

Your mod obedient 

and devoted fervant, 

THE TRANSLATOR. 



London, Anguft 14, 1789. 
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PREFACE, 



BY 



THE EDITOR. 



VflNCE the liberties of the French received 
their mortal wound in ijjo and 1771, 
Defpotifm, that fcourge which degrades and 
debafes hitman nature >, has gained amazing 
Jlrengtb 9 and excited univerfal terror in all 
orders of men. "The general tutn of converfa- 
tion is now of exiles profcriptiofts y and prifons; 
and of thefe lajltbe Bastille is without doubt 
the mofl dreadful. The office offpy and informer 
is fo frequently and fo ingenioufy executed^ as to 
excite a dread in the breajl of every citizen , that 
he may poffibly one day become an inhabitant of 
this .abode of horror and defpair. 

Dig 



( vi ) 

M. de Saintfoy has remarked^ " That it is 
fafer to be,filent on this fubjedt, than to 
fpeak;" and I think with him^tbat a writer on 
this bead may incur danger; but his labour will 
have a tendency to promote the public good of 
pojlerity, as well as that of the prefent race of 
mankind. Fortified by this idea^ I Jhall, re- 
gardlefs of perfonal confiderations, beet the alarm 
to my fellow-citizens , and direcl their attention 
to thofe Jhackles and bolts by which they have 
been fo intolerably opprejfed during three fuc- 
ceffive reigns. : 

Henry IV. was the delight of his fubjecls ; 
their happi fiefs vyas bis ; and bis memory has 
ever been the common objeft of national venera- 
tion. Under bis immediate fucceffor it was that 
Liberty received her firjl wounds. 

Richelieu, who reigned under the name 
of Lewis XUI. crowded the cajlles and prp- 
fons with viftims ; and even in bis own boufe 
be had conjlru&ed a Vade ia Pace*, where be 
facrificed the qbjecls of his refentment* 

* 

* For an account of this place, fee p* 22, toward* 
the end of the Note. Transl. 

• • * 

> • 
m 

Hi/lory 
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Htftory records few reigns ivhicb exhibit fo 
many in/lances of violence and barbarity as that 
of Lewis XIV, The voice of flattery has bi« 
flowed on him the epithet of 'the Gkeat ; M 
Pojlerity has very juflly oblitera ted a title fo little 1 
merited; fie fees in that Prince an unprincipled 
defpot, the flave of his pafionsy Vaifi, ambitious 
turbulent y and often crtteb 

Under the lafl reign f whofe characlerijiics 
were folly and inconfjlency, the fniniflers trod 
the law under their feet, and erecled in its 
place the flandard of defpotifm. Lettres de 
Cachet were the means they ufed for difperflng 
and profcribing the guardians of the laws; and 
it may be truly ajferted, that in the lafl reign , 
as in the two preceding, the Baflille, flrong 
cqjlles, and exile, were the grand wheels of 
Government. 

While the arbitrary will of the Monarch, or 
rather of tbofe who reign under his name, ufurps 
the place of law, the Baflille is never likely to 
Jland empty. It will therefore be furcly of im- 
portance to imprefs the minds of the people with 
a defcription of that fortrefs, its regimen, and 
police-; the fltferings of the prif oners cot fried 
therein, the tortures, traps, fjfr, to which they 

B 2 are 
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are expofed. To this end it is that Hay before 
the Public the following TracJ^juJi in the form 
in which it was lefi to me by its Author fome 
time fince deceafed. With regard to the annexed 
Plan, it was fketcbed by himfelf on the fpot. 

* 

May God render his labour ufeful to my 
countrymen^ by infpiring the prefent Monarch 
with a horror of defpotifm^ and affeclion for the 
laws which are the fur eft bulwarks of bis 
ftfcty % as well as of that of the nation ! 



HISTORICAL 
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Hiftorical Remarks, 



THE Bajiille^ in its original form, flood 
at the entrance of Paris> on the fide 
of the Fauxbourg Saint Antoine : — It then 
eonfifted but of two towers. The defign 
of the caftle was given, and the firft done 
laid April 23, 1369, by Hugh Aubriot (a), 

Prevoft 

(a) Hugh Aubriot, born of obfeure parents at Dijon, 
was Prevoft of Paris, and Minifter of Finance, under 
Charles V. He built the bridge formerly called Le 
Grand Pont, but the modern name of which is Le 
Pont au Change, The walls of the gate St. Antoine ex- 
tending along the Seine, Le Pont St. Michel, and Le 
Petit Chatelet, are monuments of his zeal for the pub- 
lic good. This laft edifice was erected as a reftraint 
on the licentioufnefs of the members and ftudents of the 
Univerfity. Aubriot was alfo the original inventor of 
fubterranean channels for carrying off the water. The 
clergy united themfelves with the members of the Uni- 
verfity to compafs his deftruction ; they accufed him of 

impiety 
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Prevoft of Paris, who had been charged 
with the management of the new enclo- 
fure and fortifications of that city under 
Charles V. The two towers with which 
the caftle was firft built ferved as a defence 
againft the attacks of the Englifh ; but there 
were foon afterwards added two, for the 

impiety and herefy. The adherents of the Houfe of 
Orleans, in oppofition to that of Burgundy, to which he 
was greatly attached, joined in the perfecution. He was 
fuddenly confined in the Bajille, which he had himfelf 
but lately built ; and was foon afterwards removed to the 
yviion L 1 Oubliette. By their iaceflant intrigues, his ene- 
mies at laft obtained his condemnation, and he was fen* 
tenced to perpetual imprifonment in this place. At the 
beginning of the reign of Charles VI. in the year 13&1, 
a popular infurrection took place on account of the taxes. 
The rioters forced the gates of the Hcfd de Ville, to ob- 
tain arms, and thence carried away between three and 
four thoufand iron mallets j from which circumftance 
they obtained the appellation of Maillctins. They de- 
ftroyed the prifon where Aubriot had now languiflied 
feveral months — elected him their Chief, and forced him 
to accept the office. Of this honour he fortunately availed 
himfelf to compafs his efcape — pafled the Seine that 
very night, and fled to Burgundy, where he reHded un- 
known to his enemies, and peacefully ended his days. • 
Chronologie Mamtfcrite de la Bibliotheque Koyale, Chroniq* 
de Saint Denys, Antiquites de Paris, Hifloire de Paris % 
Juvetial-des Urfms, le Labourcur. Hugh Aubriot was 
of the fame family with Jean Aubriot (of Dijon), who 
was bifhop of Chalons from 1342 to 1350. 

purpofe 
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purpofe of retreat, fronting to and parallel 
with the firft. The entrance to Paris was 
thus lengthened by two feparate towers and 
a double bridge: the remains of the firft 
bridge are ftill vifible. The edifice was not 
completed till the reign of Charles VI. 
about the year 1383. — That monarch added 
four new towers at equal diftances. He 
conftruded apartments between the towers 
in the'folid walls, pulled down the bridges, 
and furrounded the whole eight towers by 
a dry ditch funk twenty-five feet below 
the level of the ftreet. The public road 
was marked out in the form it has at pre- 
fent ; but the Boulevards, and the moat 
which now furround the building, were not 
made till the year 1634. 

The Bajlille is fituated on the left bank 
of the Seine, and near the Arfenal. — Its 
entrance is on the right hand fide, at the 
end of Rue St. Antoinc. Here is an ad- 
vanced Corps de Garde and a fentinel fla- 
ttened day and night. Near the Corps de 
Garde are the draw-bridges, to which there 
is one great gate ; and a lefler gate leading 
to the Court of V Hotel du Gouvernement, a 
modern building, feparated from the Caftle 

by 
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by a ditch, over which are thrown other 
draw-bridges, and which when paffed lead 
to a Corps de Garde % feparated from the 
great Court by a barrier of confiderable 
height, armed with thick plates and bars of 
iron. 

In the way to the great Court are two 
draw-bridges, five gates, at all of which fen- 
tinels are polled, and three Corps de Garde* 
This Court forms a fquare of about one 
hundred and twenty feet in length, and 
eighty feet wide ; and here is a fountain. 

r 

To the right of the entrance of the bar- 
rier are apartments for the fubaltern offi- 
cers ; and in thefe are occafionally lodged 
fuch prifoners as are deftined to lefs rigo- 
rous confinement than ufuaL Near this 
building (lands the Tour de la Comte; beyond 
. which is the To?tr de Trcfor, fo named from 
its having been the depofit of the immenfe 
treafure amafled by the Duke of Sully to 
carry into effect the great projedl of Henry 
IV. Beyond this tower, and about the mid- 
dle of the Court, is an arcade which for- 
merly ferved as an entrance to the city, 
and which contains feveral apartments: — 

further 
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further on ftands an ancient chapel, which 
has been turned into prifoners rooms ; and 
! in an angle of the court is feen the Tour 
de la Chapelle. Both the towers du Trefor 
& de la Chapelle are very ancient buildings. 

The walls are of freeftone, ten feet thick, 
carried up the full height of the towers, which 
they ferve to conned ; and in the fpace be- 
tween the towers are feveral apartments for 
prifoners. At the lower end of this court 
is a large modern Corps de Logis, by which 
it is feparated from a lefTer court, called the 
Cour du Putts. In the middle of this build- 
ing is a flight of five ftone fteps, by which 
we pafs to the principal gate. We come 
afterwards to the ftair-cafe leading to the 
upper apartments, and a paflage through to 
the fecond court. On the right of this 
ftands a hall where the Minifters, Lieutenant 
de Police, &c. interrogate the prifoners. 
This is called the Council-hall ; and it is here 
that the prifoners are allowed to receive the 
vifits of ftrangers: at the bottom of this 
place is a large and fecure kind of clofet, 
where are depofited the papers and effe&s 
which are taken from the prifoners. 

C Behind 

* ' Digitized by Google 
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Behind the Council-hall are lodgings for 
the fubalterns, turnkeys, &c. &c. 

• 

To the left of the laft mentioned ftair-cafe 
ftand the kitchens and other offices, from 
which run double outlets to the Cour dtt 
Puits. Above thefe are three ftories ; the firft 
and fecond of which are appropriated to the 
life of prifoners of diftin&ion, and fuch as 
are fick. 

The Lieutenant de Roi has an apartment 
at the upper part of the Corps de Logis, and 
over the Council-hall : the Major lodges on 
the fecond floor, and the Surgeon on the 
third. 

On the other fide of the great court near 
the kitchens, and the Tour de la Liberie, are 
prifoners apartments, each confifting of one 
large room and a clofet, commanding aview of 
Paris. The dungeons of the Tour de la Li- 
berie extend under the kitchens; and clqfe 
to this tower they have erefted a fmall chapel 
on the ground floor. In this chapel are five, 
fmall niches, or clofets, with ftrong locks, of 
which three are formed in the wall ; the 
others are only wainfcot. Every prifoner 

admitted 
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admitted to hear mafs is put in by himfelf, 
and can neither fee other obje&s nor be feen 
of any. The doors of thefe niches are fe- 
cured by two bolts on the outfide, and lined 
within by iron bars ; they are alfo* glazed y 
but Before each is hung a curtain, which is* 
drawn back at the SariEfus % and again clofed 
at the concluding prayer. Five prifonerg 
' only being admitted at each mafs, it follows 
that no more than ten can affift at that ce- 
remony in a day. If there be a greater num- 
ber than this in the caftle, they either do 
not go at all, or go alternately ; becaufe there 
are generally fome who have a conftant 
permiffion. 

By the fide of the chapel, as you defeend 
near the barrier, is the Tour de la Bertaudiere % 
adjoining to which are apartments for the 
Aid-Major, and other officers. In an angle 
near the barrier ftands the Tour de la Ba- 
%lniere ; to arrive at which you crofs a 
fmall court, having a communication by a 
ftrong double gate with the Corps de Garde. 
Such is the order in which are conftm&ed 
the fix: towers, and other buildings furround-* 
ing the great court. 

C a ' . Palling 
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Paflrng through the avenue of the Cour 
de Logis, which feparates the two courts* 
you arrive at the Cour du Puits. On en- 
tering this, you perceive at the bottom, on 
the right hand, the Tour du Coin. Between 
this and the Tour du Putts are feveral old 
apartments, occupied by the cook, fcullions, 
&c. &c. as are alfo fome others for the re- 
ception of prifoners ; but thefe laft are rarely 
ufed. The Cour du Puits is only twenty- 
five feet long, and fifty broad ; there is a 
well in it for the ufe of the kitchen ; but as 
poultry is fed, and ordure difcharged by the 
cook in this place, it is always nafty, and 
often infe&ious. 

The outfide front of the caftle prefents 
four towers towards Paris^ and four next 
the . Fauxbourg. The tops of thefe towers 
make a platform conne&ed by terraces, 
ftrongly made and kept in perfed order; 
on thefe the prifoners are fometimes per- 
mitted to walk, but always accompanied 
by a guard. There are thirteen pieces of 
cannon mounted on this platform, which 
are difcharged on folemn occafions, and on 
days of public rejoicing. 

On 
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On examining the PLAN annexed, it will 
be obferved,' that the Tour du Puits, which 
ftands on that fide next to Rue des Tour- 
nellesj is the firft. Continuing to walk from 
this, on the outfide, you will find, between 
the Tour de la Baziniere and that De la 
Comte, the entrance to the interior part of 
the caftle; beyond which are the other 
towers that face the Fauxbourg. 

EXPLANATION of the PLAN annexed. 

A — The grand Avenue to the Bajlille from 
( . * the Rue St. Antoine. 

B — Entry, and firft Draw-bridge. 
C — Hotel du Governement. 
D — Firft Court. 

E — Avenue leading to the Second Court. 

F — Gates of the Second Court, and Draw- 
v bridge. 

G — The different Corps de Garde. 

H— The Great Court within the Towers. 

I — Stair-cafe leading to the Council-hall. * 

K — The Council-hall (this building fepa- 
rates the two interior Courts). 

L— The Leffer Court. 

M — The PafTage to the Garden. 

N — A Staircafe leading to the Garden. 
! ; * ' . " O— The 
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O— The Garden. 
P— The Ditch. 

Q^-An Outlet leading to the Garden of the 
Arfenal. 

1. Tour du Putts. 

2. Tour de la Libert c. 

3. Tour de la Bcrtaudierc* 

4. Tour de la Baziniere. 

5. Tour de la Comte. 

6. Tour du Trefor. 

- 7. Tour de la Chapelle. 
8. Tour du Coin. 

All the towers are fecured at the bottom by 
ftrong double doors, with enormous locks and 
bolts. The filthy dungeons beneath exhale 
the moft offenfive ftench, and are the common 
abodes of lizards, toads, rats, fpiders, and al- 
moft every other fpecies of vermin (b J. In 

a corner 

fBJtt was in thefe dungeons that the tyrannical Lewi* 
XI. confined thofe whofe miferable lives he was defirous 
of prolonging by gradual torture ; fuch was his treatment 
of the princes of Armagnac y who were placed in thefe dun- 
geons, in holes funk in the ftone-work into the forms of 
fugar-loaves, terminating in points, fo conftru&ed to de- 
prive their feet of reft, and their wearied and tortured bo- 1 
dies of all poflibility of repofe \ from this miferable fituation 
they were taken twice a week — to receive thefcourge,under 
• — — the 
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a corner of each dungeon is placed a camp- 
bed, formed by planks laid acrofs iron bars 
fixed in the wall. It is here they put fuch 
prifoners as they wifh to terrify into any 
meafure, and allow them nothing but a little 
ftraw for bed-furniture. Double doors, each 
feven inches thick, and faftened by monftrous 
bolts, are the entrances to thefe horrid and 
dark dens. 

All the upper apartments are fecured in the 
fame manner ; there are four, one above ano- 
ther, in each tower, the laft of which is an 
arched vault, called la Calotte. All the inner 
doors are lined with plates of iron, two or 
three inches thick. 

The apartments are divided into five 
clafles. 

the infpeaion of Philip VHuillier, then Governor of the 
BaJMUi and at the end of every three months they had one 
or two teeth wrenched from their jaws. The elder of thefe 
princes at length went mad; but the youngeft was happy 
enough to be delivered from this dreadful incarceration, 
by the death of Lewis XI. and from his Records, dated 
1483, we have obtained thefe fafts, which could never 
have been credited, nor even imagined, without fo pofitive 
an evidence. Hifi. de I'Ancien Gouvern. de la France,jtor la 
Covrte de Boulainvilliers, Lettre 14. torn. 3-/>. 226. 

After 
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. After the dungeons, the moft horrible arc 
thofe containing iron cages (c) % which are 

(c) Le Comte de Boulainvillicrs, in page 224 of the 
volume already cited [See the lafl note ( b )\ fays, that it 
cannot be pofitively affirmed, that Lewis XI. was the in- 
ventor of the iron cages and dungeons which are found 
In the Bajlille, in the Caftles of Blots, Bourges, Angers* 
Laches, Tours, and Mont St, Michel, According to Me- 
zerai, the Biftiop of Verdun was the contriver of thefe 
cages. He had conftrufted fome for the Caftle of An- 
gers, in which the firft perfon confined was himfelf, and 
where he remained ten or twelve years. Boulainvilliers 
fays, p. 225, that he faw in the Caftle Duplejfis Us Tours, 
the iron dungeon wherein the Cardinal de la Ballue was 
confined about the year 1430, and where, by the orders of 
Lewis XI. he languilhed the full term of eleven years. 
The walls, the floor, the gate, and the wicket at which he 
received his food, &c. were formed by ftrong plates of 
iron, fecured by mafly bars of the fame metal. The lafl* 
mentioned Monarchhad two of thefe dungeons conftru&ed 
in the Caftle deLoches, Ludovico Sfsrza, Duke of Milan, 
having been made prifoner, April 10, 1500, in a battle 
with Lewis XII. was conducted into France, and (hut up 
in one of the iron cages of the Caftle de Loches, where he 
ended his days. Observations Hi/}. c5* Crit. relativement a 
CHiJl. de Charles VIII. dans le Recutil des Memoires de # 
I Acead. des Infcript. p. 238. in 4t0. 

Lewis XII. himfelf, when Duke of Orleans, was made 
captive in 1488, at the battle of St. Aubin du Cormier, in 
Britanny. After having been led from prifon to prifon, 
he was at length fnut up in an iron cage in the Caftle of 
Bourses, during the fpace of three complete years. 

........... i 

three 
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three in number. Thefe cages are formed of 
beams, cafed with ftrong plates of iron ; and . ■ 
are eight feet high by fix feet wide. 

■ • 

* 

The next clafs to thefe, are Us Calottes^ 
which are a degree more tolerable ; thefe, the 
Jiigheft in the towers, are conftrudted of eight 
arcades of free-ftone, and it is only in the 
middle of the room that it is poflible to walk; 
between each arcade there is barely room for 
a bed. The windows, being made in walls 
of ten feet thick, and grated both internally 
and externally with iron, are capable of ad- 

* 

mitting very little light. In fummer the heat 
is intolerable, and the cold in winter ; though 
ftoves are allowed in Us Calottes (d). 

» 

' ■ Almoft 

(d) Le Comte de BouIainvUliers fays (Letter XlV.J 
tli at the Baftille was chiefly appropriated to fuch pri- 
foners as it was determined to deftroy, either by the 
apparent forms of juftice, or by the more fummary pu- 
niihment of the Oubliettes \ which laft was much in ufe 
with Triftan-Phennite^Prev^t de f 'Hotel, and favourite com- 
panion of Lewis XI. This man, of execrable memory, 
was himfelf judge, witnefs, and executioner. It was his 
cuftom to caufe thofe victims whom the King delivered 
into his hands, to pafs over a fpring-trap, into which they 

fell on wheels armed with fpikes and cutting inftruments ; 

D a milder 
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Almoft all the other chambers of the towers 
are o&agonal, about fourteen or fifteen feet 
high, and twenty in diameter ; the chimnies 
are exceedingly high; and to come at the 
cafements of the rooms, you go up three fteps. 
Thp windows in all are double grated with iron 
bars, eacfy as thick as one's arm. The lower 
chambers only look into the ditch; and thofe. 
abova have but ( a forry light, on account of 
tfye thic^nefe of the wall, and the confequent 
depth of the windows. 

The moft tolerable chambers are thofe 

~ . . - • » . , - 

\yhich command a view of the country, of 

* 

a milder fate was allowed to others, who were either 
drowned with a ftone fufpended from their necks, or 
ftrangled in their dungeons. In this manner did the ty- 
rant aflaffinate above four thoufand perfons. ( Mezerai, 
Abrege Chronol. T. 4, & Commines, Liv. 6. Ch. 12.) 

During the ftay I made at the Baft ill? ffays the Count 
de Boulainvilliers) \ could not obtain a fight of the. 
Chamber des Oubliettes \ but I faw in the Chateau de Rt/cl 9< 
which was the pleafure-houfe of the Cardinal de Richelieu, 
and now belongs to Le Due d'Jiguillon, a clofet which 
ft ill retains the name of the Cabinet des Oubliettes* That 
cruel minifters caufed the perfon whom he meant to facri- 
flce, to his vengeance to walk into this chamber) wherein, 
they had , fcarce fct foot when the floor opened by a fpring, 
and they periihed in a profound and torrid abyfs." 

- x arts , 
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Paris, and the Boulevards. For in thefe, 
though the windows are doubly grated, yet 
from the circumftance of the inner bars hav- 
ing larger interftices than thofe on the out* 
fide, a comfortable light is obtained (t ). 

. • The 

(e) The futility of the extreme rigour and caution 
of the French Government is ill ufl rated by the follow- 
ing paffage in the Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz : 

" The ninth day of my imprisonment, one of my two 
guards named Carpentier, approached me while his 
comrade was aflcep (for I was watched both night and 
day at leaft by one of the two) and flipt a note info 
my hand, which at fir ft fight I knew to come from 
Madame de Pomerett. The note contained only thefe 
words : " Truft the bearer, and write a line by him." He 
then gave me a pencil, and a bit of paper, on which I 
only writ that I had received the note. Madame de 
Pomereu had found means to become acquainted with 
the wife of this Carpentier, and had given her five hun- 
dred crowns for this firft fervice. The hufband was 
ufed to that fort of trade, and had not been unfervice- 
able to Mr. de Beaufort in procuring his liberty. He is 
dead himfelf, and fo are likewife his wife and family, 
which gives me room to be the more free. But confider- 
ing that fome unforefeen accident may bring to light 
whatever is fet down in writing, you mull give me leave 
to enter into no particulars that relate to the other man- 
ner of correfponding with my friends, which I had be* 
fides this, and in which fome of the perfons concerneu 
are ftill living. It is enough that I tell you, that not- 
vitliftanding the changing of three exempts, and of 
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The greater part of the rooms have chim- 
ixies, the reft ftoves, but in the dungeons are 

neither. 

• * 

twenty-four life-guardmen, who fucccedcd one another, 
during t)ie fifteen months I {laid at Vincennes my cor- 
refpondence was never interrupted. 

" I received twice a week regularly letters from Madame 
de Pomereu, and from Mejfieurs de Caumartin and 
eTHacqueville, which tended all towards feeking out 
means to fet me at liberty. The fhorteft way was to 
efcape out of my prifon. I made two attempts towards 
it, one of which was fuggefted to me by my phyfician, 
who underftood mathematicks. He took it into his 
head to file off the bar of the grate of a little window 
that was in the chapel where I heard mafs, and to tie 
to the window a fort of machine, with which I might, 
'tis true, have got down eafily enough from the 
third ftory, wherein I was lodged, into the ditch. But 
confidering that I muft from thence climb up the 
wall, from whence there was no way afterwards of 
getting down, he quitted that thought, which indeed 
was impra&icable, and we ftuck to another which in all 
likelihood would have done, if it had not pleafed Pro- 
vidence to prevent the execution of it. I had obferved 
at the time that I was carried upon the platform, that 
there was at the very top of it a cavity, the ufe of which 
• I could never guefs. It was about half filled up, but 
there was room enough left to go down into it, and to 
hide one's felf in it. This brought a thought into my 
head, that upon the day that Carpcntier was to guard me, 
and while all the reft of the guards, -except his comrade, 
were at dinner, it would be an eafy matter to make that 
Comrade drunk. The man, whofe name was TeurvUIe, 
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neither. All the chimnies are fecured at the 
top and bottom, and in many other parts, by- 
iron 

was old, and a few glafles of wine were enough to make 
him dead drunk, as Carperttier had experienced more 
than once. I propofed to make ufe of that moment to 
go upon the platform, and to hide myfelf in the cavity 
which I have mentioned, with a provifion of fome loaves, 
and fome bottles both of wine and water. Carpentler 
owned that this flrft flcp was not only pofTiblc, but even 
eafy, and what made it the more fo, was, that the two 
guards who were to relieve his comrade and him, had 
always had the civility not to come into my chamber, 
but ftay at the door till they thought I was awake -> for 
I had ufed myfelf to fleep in the afternoon, or at leaft to 
make my guards think fo. Carpcntier was to have tied 
two cords to the window of the gallery, through which 
Mr. de Beaufort had efcaped, and to have thrown into 
the ditch a woven engine, which Mr. Vacherot had been, 
working upon all night long in his chamber, by means 
of which it might have been thought that I had got up 
the wall, which had been made fince Mr. de Beaufort's 
efcape. This trufty guard was at the fame time to have 
given an alarm, as if he had feen me pafs into the gal- 
lery, and to have {hewn his fword ftained with blood, 
as if he had wounded me in purfuing me. This alarm 
would have gathered together the whole guard, who had 
found the cords tied to the window. They would have 
perceived in the ditch the engine I mentioned, ftained 
likewife with blood. Eight or ten men on horfeback 
were to have appeared in the wood that furrounds Vin- 
cennes, with piftols in their hands ready to receive me. A 
man with a red calot on his head was to have been feen as 

running out of Vlncennes^ and after having joined thofe 

who 
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iron bars. The greateft precaution is ufed to 
prevent any communication 5 for it was for- 

who were waiting for him, he was to have marched with 
part of them towards Mezieres, while the others would have 
marched another way. The guns were to have been fired at 
Mezieres three or four days after, as if I was actually ar- 
rived there. Who would ever have thought that I had 
been in the hole I have mentioned ? They would in aH 
likelihood have removed the guards from the caftle of 
Vinccnnesy and would have left there only the foldiers 
that were ufually in it, who had given leave to the in- 
habitants of Paris to come in for two-pence a-picce to 
fee the window and the cord I efcaped by, as they did 
thofe of Mr. de Beaufort, My friends had come thither 
out of curiofity as well as the reft, they had difguifed me 
in a woman's or a monk's habit, or what elfe you pleafe, 
. and I had got away without the leaft fufpicion. I do 
not think that any thing could have rendered the Court 
more ridiculous than my cfcaping in this manner. It was 
fo extraordinary, that it may appear impoflible, notwith- 
ftanding which it was certainly eafy, and I am fully 
perfuaded that the fuccefs would have been infallible, 
if one of the guards, whofe name was VEfcarmouche % 
had not fpoiled it by mere accident. He was Cent to 
Vinccmies in the room of another who fell fick, and 
being an old hard-hearted and obferving man, he told 
the exempt, that he did not conceive why he did not 
caufe a door to be made at the foot of the little flair-cafe 
that went up to the platform : the door was fet up there 
the next morning, and fo my project came to nothing. 
That fame F Efcarmouche told me in a very friendly man- 
ner that fame evening, that if his Majefty was pleafed 
to order it, he would ftrangle me." 

merly 
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merly cuftomary for the prifoners to converfe 
together through the medium of their chim- 
nies, an<J not unfrequently to climb to the 
top, with the hopes of accomplifliing aa 
efcapq. Each tower is fiimiflied with a 
privy, grated in different parts like the chirn-. 
nies ; fome apartments have this convenience 
within. 

All the chambers are badly finifhed, and in 
winter extremely damp and cold. Every 
one is numbered, and has its degree of eleva* 
tion, and its right or left fituation, marked. 
Thus, the firfl Baziniere is the firft chamber 
above the dungeon in the tower of that name; 
then the fecond Baziniere, the third, the fourth ; 
and laftly, the Calotte Bazinierc. In the fame 
manner the prifoners are diftinguilhed by the 
•ss : name of their tower and the number of their 
" chamber; thus, we have the fecond Baziniere y 
tlie Jirjl Bertaudierc, the fourth Comte, the 
third du Trefor, &c. &c. 

The inferior chambers confift merely of 
four bare walls ; on which, however, we read 
the names of the prifoners who have been, 
confined there, together with a multitude of 
diftichs, and other verfes, fentences, &c — A 

bed 
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bed of green ferge, compofed of a draw mat- 
trefs and curtains, two tables, two pitchers for 
water, an iron fork, a pewter fpoon, and a 
drinking-mug of the fame metal, a copper 
candleftick, with iron fnuffers, a pot du cbam- 
&re y two or three chairs, and fometimes an old 
armed chair, make up the common inventory 
of the apartments, which rarely can boaft the 
pofTeffion of either poker or tongs. 

Each prifoner is furniflied with flint, fteel, 
and tinder, and is allowed a candle every day; 
once a week a broom ; a pair of fheets every 
fortnight, and four towels a week; and at the 
fame time that they receive thefe, they return 
the linen that is to be wafhed. 

Treble doors are here (hut upon every pri- 
foner; and the grating of the bolts and bars, 
and clanking of the keys, are truly horrible; 
the prilbners receive their meals from the 
turnkeys, who fetch away the remains, which 
are their peculiar perquifites. 

The food of the pri Toners is regulated by a 
book of rates according to their quality. 
Princes are clafied at fifty livres per day; 
others at thirty, twenty, ten, five, and three 

livres; 
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livres \ the loweft clafs, as fervants, &c. is 
rated at two livres, ten fous. This allowance 
comprehends warning and candle \ fire-wood 
is a feparate article. 

The kitchen is fupplied by the Governor's 
fteward, who has under him a cook, a foil- . 
lion, and a man whofe employment is to cut 
wood for fuel. All the vi&uals are bad, and 
generally ill-drefled: and this is a mine of 
gold to the Governor, whofe revenue is daily 
augmented by the hard fare of the prifoners 
under his keeping. Befides thefe profits, 
which are indeed inconceivably great, the 
Governor receives a hundred and fifty livres 
a day for fifteen prifon-rooms, at ten livres 
each, as a fort of gratification in addition to 
his falary ; and he often derives other confix 
derable emoluments. 

» 

On flefh days the prifoners have foup, with 
boiled meat, &c. for dinner ; at night, a dice 
of roaft meat, a ragout, and fallad. The diet 
on faft days confifting, at dinner, of fifh, and 
two other difhes; at night, of eggs, with 
greens. The difference in the quality of diet 
is very fmall between the loweft rank of pri- 
foners, and thofe who are clafTed at five or ten 

E livres; 
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Uv res ; the table of the latter is furnifhed with 
perhaps half a ftarved chicken, a pigeon, a 
wild rabbit, or fome fmall bird, with a def- 
fert; the portion of each rarely exceeds the 
value of two fous. 

The Sundays dinner confifts of fome bad 
foup, a flice of a cow, which they call beef, 
and four little pales ; at night, a flice of roaft 
veal or mutton, or a little plate of haricot, in 
which bare bones and turnips greatly predo^ 
minate; to thefe are added a fallad, the oil to 
which is always rancid. The fuppers are. 
pretty uniformly the fame on flefh days* 
Monday. Inftead of four pates A a haricot.— 
Tuefday. At noon, a faufage^half a pigV 
foot, or a fmall pork chop. — Wednefday. A 
tart, generally either half-warm, or burnt up. 
Thurfday. Two very thin mutton chops.— 
Friday. Half a fmall carp, either fried or 
ftewed, a {linking haddock or cod, with but- 
ter and muftard; to which are added greens 
or eggs ; at fupper, eggs, with fpinage, mixed 
up with milk and water. — Saturday. The 
fame. And this perpetual rotation re-com- 
jnences on Sunday. 
> 

• " The 
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On the three holy days, 5/. Louis, St. Martin^ 
and T welfth Day, every prifoner has an addi- 
tion made to his allowance, of half a roafted 
chicken, or a pigeon. On Holy Monday, his 
dinner is accompanied by a tart extraor- 
dinary. 

Each prifoner has an allowance of a pound 
of bread and a bottle of wine per day ; but the 
wine is generally flat and good for nothing. 
The deflert confifts of an apple, a bifciiit, a few 
almonds and raifins, fome cherries, goofeber- 
ries, or plumbs ; thefe are commonly ferved 
in pewter, though fometimes they are fa- 
voured with earthen difhes and a filver fpoon 
and fork. — If any one complains of receiving 
bad provifions, a partial amendment may take 
place for a few days, but the complainant is 
fure to meet with fome unpleafant efFe&s of 
refentment. There is no cook's lhop in the 
► kingdom, where you may not get a better 
dinner for twelve fous, than what are ferved 
in the Ba/lille. The cookery, in fliort, is 
wretchedly bad, the foup taftelefs, and the 
meat of the worft quality, and ill-drefTed. All 
this mull inevitably operate to the injury of 
the health of the prifoners ; and, added to 
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other grievances, excites frequent impreca- 
tions of vengeance from Heaven. 

The officers of YEtat-Major have nothing 
to do with the oeconomy of the kitchen, 
which department helongs to the Governor 
only, who fometimes will allow a prifoner 
permiflion to fend into the city for provifions ; 
but in this cafe it is fure to come very dear to 
his hands. 

The common winter allowance of lire- 
wood to each prifoner, is five long pieces a 
day ; but fuch as have any kind of recom- 
mendation to the favour of the Governor, are 
fupplied with this article as frequently as they 
pleafe to apply for it. Many of thefe are 
likewife allowed to have attendants, whofe 
cuftomary pay is twenty fous each per day, 
befides their vi&uals. 

■ 

The whole eight towers are under the care 
of four Port-clefs, or turnkeys, only; who 
derived the name of Port-clefs from their 
having no lefs than five keys to every fingle 
chamber. The general bunch of keys to all 
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the apartments in a tower (as may be ima- 
gined) have an enormous appearance. 

During meal-times, while the vi&uals are 
being carried in, an armed fentinel is placed 
at the bottom of every tower; and during the 
performance of Mafs a fentinel is alfo placed 
at the door of the chapel, who comes on 
guard immediately after the prifoners have 
entered, and goes off juft before they return 
from the chapeU 

VEtat-Major confifts of the Governor, 
whofe place, befides other appointments at 
courts, is worth above forty thoufand /z^r^r; a 
Lieutenant de Roi y whofe appointment is fixty 
thoufand livres, and it is computed that he 
makes five thoufand more; a Major, four 
thoufand livres\ an Aid-Major, fifteen hun- 
dred; and a Surgeon at twelve hundred livres: 
The latter of thefe acquires a very great profit 
on the medicines which are furniflied by him, 
and which are all paid for by the King. The 
Phyfician has no refidence in the Bajlille, but 
has apartments allotted to him in the Chateau 
des Thuitleries. 

The 



Digitized by Google 



( 34 ) 

The prefent ceconomy of the Bqftllle has 
not had place above thirty years. Formerly, 
the Governor and Lieutenant du Rot were 
the only officers appointed by the King; 
the reft was nominated by the Governor, 
and were by him difcharged at pleafure. 
There was alfo a body of citizens, called the 
Independent Company of Archers, and who 
were paid by the Governor to mount guard 
at the Caftle. M. (T Argcnfon fubftituted in 
the place of thefe an Etat-Major^ with a com- 
pany of Invalids, confiding of an hundred 
men, under the command of two Captains 
and a Lieutenant. The private men are fur- 
nifhed with clothes, linen, (hoes, fait, candle, 
and wood; and their pay is ten fous per day. 
The duty is hard ; and the foldiers are never 
fufFered to fleep out of the place without fpe- 
cial leave from the Governor ; this, however, 
is often obtained; the others doing duty for 
the abfent, who remit to them in return a 
moiety of their pay. 

No officer, in like manner, can dine out 
without leave; nor fleep away from the Caf- 
tle, but by permit from the Minifter. 

" ' In 
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In the day-time, befides the five fentinels 
pofted at the different inner gates, there is 
alfo one at the outfide of the grand entrance 
to the Bq/lilie, whofe bufinefs is, to keep at 
a diftance all idle gazers on the building. 

■ 

The Major officiates as fecretary, and all 
communications go through his hands. Every 
month he adjufts his accounts, copies of 
which he tranfmits to the minifter in whofe 
department the city of Paris lies, to the 
Controller-General of the Finances, and to 
the Lieutenant General of the Police. Thefe . 
accounts prefent at one view the number 
and names of the prifoners, with a ftatement 
of the expences. This officer receives his 
money from the Controller-General, and im- 
mediately makes his payments. The annual 
general expence amounts to more than an 
hundred thoufand Uvres. 

The Cattle is furrounded by a ditch about 
a hundred and twenty feet wide. This ditch 
is always dry, except in the event of an over- 
flow from the Se'uie^ or after very heavy 
rains. On the outfide of the ditch is a wall 
fixty feet high, the top of which is a wooden 

gallery 
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gallery with balluftrades, continued round 
the ditch, fronting the caftle, and is called 
The Rounds. Two flights of fteps, one to 
the right, the other on the left, lead to thefe 
Rounds, and fentinels are ported here day 
and night, who walk to and fro continually 
to prevent any attempts at efcape ; at night 
the fentinels are increafed to four at a time. 
The officers and ferjeants go their rounds every 
quarter of an hour, and by the qui vive dis- 
cover whether the fentinels are vigilant or 
otherwife. Each fentinel has delivered to 
him certain pieces of copper, numbered and 
pierced with holes ; thefe pieces they are at 
proper intervals to put on the point of an 
inftrument fixed for that purpofe, whofe bafe 
Hands at the bottom of a padlocked box. 
This box is carried every morning to the 
Etat-Major y before whom it is opened by the 
officers, who carefully examine the order of 
the pieces, and they form their judgment of 
the diligence or inattention of the Rounds. 
At the fame time, they render an account to 
the Lieutenant ditRoi and the Major of any 
occurrence that may have happened in the 
night; and all that has pafTed is faithfully 
tranfcribed from their report. 

A bell 
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• A bell is rung within the Caftle every hour 
by the fentinel, to give notice that he is on 
duty ; befides this, another bell is rung every 
quarter of an hour in the night upon the 
Rounds outfide the prifon. The guard is 
mounted at eleven o'clock in the morning, 
and goes off at nine in the winter evenings, 
and ten in the fummer. The bridges are 
drawn up between ten and eleven o'clock at 
night; but every thing is thrown open (at 
whatever hour it may be) on receiving or- 
ders from the King. 

The principal chaplain of the Bqftille is 
appointed with a falary of twelve hundred 
livres. He performs mafs at nine in the 
morning. There are alfo two under-chap- 
lains, who have only four hundred livres 
each ; but thefe never officiate except on Sun- 
days and Holidays, when one mafs . is per- 
formed at ten o'clock in the morning, and 
another between twelve and one at noon. 
The latter is properly the Governor's mafs, 
as no prifoners are admitted to it but fuch as 
have particular privileges. Befide thefe chap- 
lains there is a confeflbr, whofe appointment 
is nine hundred livres per annum. The fu- 
perannuated domeftics retire on penfions. 

F This 
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This Caftle has feparate apartments for 
forty prifoners. There are at prefent * four 
whofe confinement is to be for life ; and thefe 
are all, in fome degree, deprived of their 
fenfes. One of them has been in ever fince 
the affair of Damiens in 1757. 

On the outfideof the Caftle towards the Faux* 
bourg Saint Antoine, there is a large baftion 
detached from the body of the principal 
building ; this was formerly one of the Boule- 
vars, and formed an entrance into the city 
of Paris. It is now converted into a garden 
and planted with trees. The gate which 
leads to this, ftands between the Tour de 
Trefor and Tour de la Comte. 

■ 

On the left fide of the Bajlille is the gate 
St. Antoine. This gate is flanked by a baftion 
parallel to that laft defcribed, which ferves as 
a garden to the Caftle. 

The Lieutenant de Police of Paris is a de- 

i 

puty of the minifter to whofe department 
the Bajlille belongs, and has under him an 

* The French copy we ufc is dated 1774. 
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officer, whofe title is Commiffary of the 
Bajlilk, and who has a fixed falary for per- 
forming what are called the InftruSions ; and 
beyond this duty he has no power, as he is 
never to ad but by efpecial orders. Hence 
the whole government of this Caftle appears 
; to be arbitrary. 

On the arrival of a prifoner in the Bqflille 
an inventory is taken of his efFctts ; his box, 
clothes, linen, and pockets, are examined to 
difcover whether he has about him any papers 

,v . relative to the objeft of his detention. With 
perfons df rank this cuftom is not rigidly ob- 
served ; they do not fearch them, but only 
requeft them to furrender their knives, razors, 
fciffars, watch, canes, jewels, and money. 
After this ceremony, the prifoner is con- 
duced to an apartment, where three doors 

1 are clofed upon him. Such as have no fer- 

vant muft make their own bed, fire, &c. &c t 
They dine at eleven and fup at fix o'clock. 

For fome time after their firft admiflion, 

a 

they are allowed neither books, ink, nor paper, 
nor to attend mafs, nor to walk out, as the 
other prifoners do. They are not permitted 
to write to any one, not even to the Lieu- 
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tenant de Police^ upon whom every thing 
depends, and whofe permiflion muft be alked 
through the medium of the Major, who is 
commonly ready enough to undertake it* 
They attend mafs only every other Sunday. 
When they obtain permiflion to write to the 
Lieutenant de Police^ they may a(k to corre- 
fpond with their family, and to have a fervant 
or nurfe with them. In granting or refufing 
leave, he is governed by the circumftances of 
their commitment. But nothing is to be ob- 
tained through any other channel. 

The officers of VEtat Major take upon 
them the conveyance of the prifoners letters 
to the Lieutenant de Police ; they are carried 
to them at noon and at night, and are dis- 
patched at any hour defired by an exprefs, 
who is paid by the prifoner. The anfwers 
are always addrefled to the Major, who com- 
municates them to the party. If the perfons 
written to have omitted to anfwer any par- 
ticular part of the prifoner s letter, he may 
generally take it for granted that they have 
not been allowed to anfwer it. Such perfons 
as have been refufed permiflion to have their 
own fervants, are commonly attended by 
one of the invalids, who, befides waiting on 

him 
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him always fleeps with him ; and it is necef- 
fary to be very guarded in what he fays before 
this man, as well as before the turnkey, as 
every word fpoken is carefully ftored up in 
the memory, and reported to the officers, who 
again communicate it to r the Police. It is 
thus they gain a knowledge of the prifoners 
difpofitions, for every thing in this Caftle is 
conducted by art, obfcurity, and device ; and 
the cuftom is not unfrequent, among the at- 
tendants, turnkeys, &c. to draw by ftudied 
artifices from the prifoner, fome difrefpecTful 
expreflions of the government, and after- 
wards to give up an account of all that he 
has faid. 

* 

The prifoners often obtain the re-delivery 
of their books, watches, knives, fciflars, ink, 
and paper; and may afk to fee the Lieu- 
tenant de Police when he comes to the Baf- 
ttUe\ who fometimes fends for them fomc 
days after their admiffion; at others, he vifits 
them in their own chambers, particularly the 
ladies. 

At this vifit the converfation always turns 
on the fubjecT: of their detention ; and fome- 
times he will endeavour to draw them in to 
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deliver to him a written declaration, figned by 
themfelves. As great circumfpe&ion is ne- 
ceflary in this converfation as if the prifoner 
were anfwering to formal interrogatories; for 
not a word is either written or fpoken but 
what is reported elfewhere. 

• 

No favour is. to be obtained of the Lieu- 
tenant de Police but through the Major ; and 
when the prifoner writes to that officer, he 
muft deliver the letters to the turnkeys. The 
mod trifling convenience cannot be obtained 
without his leave, not even the liberty of 
lhaving, which operation is performed by the 
furgeon ; and it is by this officer that they are 
furnifhed, when indifpofed, with fugar, cof- 
fee, tea, chocolate, fweetmeats, and the ne- 
ceflary drugs. 

In the morning they are allowed to walk 
an hour for air, and the fame time is 
allotted for that purpofe in the evening, in 
the great court* 

A prifoner may be interrogated in the 
Council-Hall in a week after his commitment ; 
but it often happens, that they are confined 
many weeks before this takes placet Some- 
times 
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times he has notice given him of the day; 
but it is much more frequently the practice 
to keep them ignorant of it till the very mo- 
ment when they are brought up to the Hall. 
The Commiffion, or Council, is compofed of 
the Lieutenant de Police^ a Counsellor of 
State, a Maitre de Requites^ and a Counfel- 
lor or Commiflary da Chatelet. When the 
Lieutenant de Police does not mean to inter- 
rogate them of himfelf, he feldom comes into 
the Court till the whole is near finiftied. 

The Commiflaries are mere men of ftraw, 
having no authority ; but they make it their 
bufinefs to endeavour by all poffible means to 
terrify the prifoner by threats, or entrap him 
by the meaneft artifices, to make a confeffion. 
They create imaginary proofs, and fhew 
him papers which they pofitively aflert con- 
tain matter for convi&ion, but which they 
never allow him to read. Their interroga- 
tories are always vague; they turn chiefly 
upon the private words and a&ions of the 
prifoner, which, as has been before obferved, 
were clandeftinely carried away and reported; 
but it is not uncommon to gratify any per- 
fonalfpleen they may have againft the prifoner's 

friends 
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friends or relations, by remarking on Imagi- 
nary impropriety in their conduct. 

It is ufual with thofe who interrogate a 
prifoner, to tell him beforehand, that his fate 
is at that moment in his own power; that if he 
will frankly declare all he knows, they are 
authorifed to promife him a fpeedy liberation ; 
but, that if he obftinately refufes to do this, 
they muft deliver him over to a fpecial Com- 
miflion, who have in their polTefTion proofs 
the moft incontrovertible, and witnelfes that 
muft be decifive in operating his deftruction ; 
that his accomplices have made a complete 
confeffion ; that the Government, as he well 
knows, has fecret rcfources for difcovery, 
which prevent the poffibility of any thing 
being long concealed, &c. &c. By an infi- 
nity of intricate interrogatories they perplex 
and fatigue the prifoner, with whom, in 
fhort, according to what they difco-\ er of his 
difpofition or capacity, they employ pro- 
mifes, carefles, or threats ; and frequently 
are they treated with a barbarous infolence 
chara&eriftic of the tyranny of which they 
are the execrable inftruments. 

' If 



I 
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If the prifoner is betrayed Into a confef- 
fion, they immediately inform him, that 
though their power does not extend abfo- 
lutdy to fet him at liberty, yet, that they 
have the greateft hopes of obtaining orders 
for that purpofe, which they fhall not fail 
warmly to folicit, &c. &c. The confeflion 
of the prifoner, however, far from operating 
1 his liberation, is fure to induce new interro- 
gatories, to rivet ftill fafter his own fhackles, 
and moft likely to endanger fome of his 
friends or relations, at the fame time that it 
increafes his own mifery by new adts of 
rigour, 

• » * 

In certain cafes the Inflruftions are made up 
by the CommifTaries of Parliament, who 
never enter the walls of the Bqflille, but hold 
their meetings at the Hotel de Gouvernement, or 
at the Arfenal. Thediftin&ionmadeby the Mi- 
nifter between thefeperfons and the members of 
the Council or du Chatelet, is, that the latter are » 
RoyaliJlS) the former Parliamentarians, who 

are not allowed to fet foot within the CaflJe. 

» . . . . - 

The prifoners never receive any vifits from 
the city till after their final examination ; and 
to obtain this favour, even then, the moft in- 

G ceflant 
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ceflant perfevcrance in requeft, joined to the 
prefix ng folicitations of powerful friends witiw 
out, are effentially necefTary. 

Perrniffian may he obtained for prolonging 
the time commonly allowed for taking the air, 
or for taking that air upon the towers, in 
the garden, or other unaccuftomed places, to 
read the news-papers, to join their acquaint- 
ance (if there be any in the place), or to eat . 
or walk together ; but for sthis it is Lndifpen- 
fably necefTary to write to the Lieutenant de 
Police and the Governor. Several perfons 
concerned in the affair of Canada were al~ 
* lowed the privilege of being frequently to- 
gether. When they walk out for air, they 
are always accompanied by fome fubakeru 
officer of the Invalids. Thofe of high rank 
indeed are generally attended by VEtat Major. 
In the winter they are often invited into the 
Hall, where they are allowed to fit for a 
confiderable time together, and occafionally 
are vifited in their own apartments. The 
Governor hirnfelf fometimes condefcends fo 
far, to prifoners particularly recommended to 
his notice. But it never can be too often re- 
peated, that the utmoft circumfpeftiou rauft 

be 
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a. 

be u&d oil: the part of the prifoner in conver* 
fation with thefe officers., ' 

The greateft precautions are taken that no 
other prifoners ftiall be met with or feen by 
ftrangers who may have been admitted to 
vifit their own' particular acquaintance. If a 
prifoner is obferved out in the Court, while 
a party with a ftranger in company is walk- 
ing, he is hurried immediately into one of 
the little clofets which are conftru&ed even 
with the Gourt-yard, where he is obliged to , 
remain till the ftrangers are gone away; 
When ih their chambers, they are always 
tinder lock and key, and thefe are never 
opened but when they go to mafs, to vifit, 
or to walk, and on their return are imme- 
diately re-faftened. 

One prifoner cannot vifit another without 
addrefling a note to the Major, for leave from 
the Lieutenant dc Police ; wherein the num- 
ber and duration of vifits are always to be 
particularly fpecified; and thefe cannot be 
made after all, but in the prefence of fome 
of the officers or turnkeys, which check is 
fure to render all conversation uninterefting ; 

and there is befides* this remarkable order 
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obferved, that the vifited is on one fide of 
the room, the vifiter on another, and the 
officer attending in the middle ; this is an in- 
variable rule, and on no account to be diC- 
penfed with ; and all difcourfe on the fubjecT: 
of their imprifonment, or that has the moll 
diftant relation thereto, is ftri&ly prohibited. 

It is very rarely permitted to a prifoner to 
receive a vifit without an attending witnefs. 
The officers of VEtat Major are entirely fub- 
ordinate, and do not poflefs power to grant 
the moll trifling conceffions, without firft ap- 
plying for an exprefs order from the Minifter. 
A written report is made every day by the 
Major to the Lieutenant de Police^ of the 
condition of the prifoners, the vifiters they 
have received, and of all that has pafled of 
importance in the Cattle. 

Although the regulations in this prifon are 
very ftricl, yet there are occafional exceptions 
made in favour of perfons having particular 
recommendations, &c. &c. for the firft 
principle in the oeconomy of the Bqftille is 
arbitrary will ; and hence it often happens, 
that different perfons, committed for the very 
fame crime, meet with a quite contrary mode 

of 

m 
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of treatment, according as they or their friends 
have intereft. 

Here is a library, founded by a foreign 
prifoner, who died in the Bqftille at the be- 
ginning of the prefent century. Some pri- 
foners obtain permiflion to have occafional 
accefs to this place, and to read there ; others 
have the books brought to them in their 
apartments. 

It is very much the pra&ice with the at- 
tendants, &c. to utter abominable falfities 
under the affectation of fympathy, and to 
endeavour to perfuade the prifoners how 
much they are interefted in their welfare. 
The following are cuftomary expreffions of 
this nature : " How truly unfortunate it is, 
" that the King fhould be fo prejudiced 
" againft you ! his Majefty cannot hear your 
** name pronounced without being incenfed. 
" The affair for which you was deprived of 
" your liberty, was a mere pretext, to gratify 
w fome fpite which your enemies have had 
iC againft you : Would to heaven tliofe ene- 
" mies were not fo powerful ! &c. &c." — • 
Such are the ufual tones of confolation. 

u 
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It is entirely ufelefs for a prifoner to requefl: 
permiffion to .write to the King, for it is 
never complied with. 

• ... 

After all, the moft intolerable torment of 
this cruel and detefted Inquifition confifts in 
the perpetual repetition of vague, falfe, and 
equivocal promifes, and the inexhauftible 
fources of fancied hopes, which they are en- 
couraged to entertain of approaching liberty; 
of thefe far-fetched conje&ures and fruitlefs 
exhortations to patience, the Lieutenant de 
Police and other officers are extremely prc*- 
digal. ; \ 

» — - 

* ... • i 

To obviate as much as poffible the odium 
of their barbarities, and to abate the zeal of 
relations or friends, who may be anxioufly 
employing themfelves in interceding for the 
releafe of prifoners, the officers often propa- 
gate the moft abfurd and inconfiftent calum- 
nies, difguifmg the true caufe of their deten- 
tion, and concealing the real obftacles to their 
liberation. The refources for carrying on 
this deception are inexhauftible. 

There is in the Bqftilk a fpacious room, 
in which are placed a number of large 
cupboards, divided in the infide into draw- 
ers 
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ers and fquare departments, numbered to 
correfpond with thofe on the apartments 
of the Caftle; and in the divifion, an- 
fwering to the number of his chamber, are 
all the effeds of each prifoner depofited. 

Every prifoner, on his arrival, fets down,. 
. in a book kept for that purpofe, his name 
and quality ; the number of the apartment 
defigned for him, and an inventory of his ef- 
fects, which are depofited in the clofets, are 
alfo recorded in this book, which is after- 
wards prefented to him for his fignature. 

m 

In like manner, at the departure of a pri- 
foner from the Bqftille, a book is produced, 
containing prefcribed forms of oaths, pro- 
teftations of fubmiffion, refpe&, fidelity, love 
and gratitude to the King ; of affurances that 
he is convinced his difgrace and confinement 
arofe merely from a mifunderftanding, &c. 
q{ acknowledgements to his Majefty for not 
delivering him over to the Commijfaires Ex- 
traordinaires ; of promifes never to reveal any 
thing of what he has feen or heard during 
his ftay in the BaJtUk. This lift, which 
every one at his departure muft fign with his 
name, title, &c. contains alfo receipts for 

the 
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the return of his jewels, money, and othgr 
effe&s. 

A third book is kept, containing the names 
of all the prifoners, with an account of the 
expences of each ; a copy of which is trans- 
mitted every month for the infpedtion of the 
Minifter. 

The daily regifter of expences is only for 
the infpe&ion of the Governor and his 
Steward, who has the management of the 
kitchen. The Major has nothing to do with 
it. 

■ < 

But there is ftill a fourth book of wonder- 
ful magnitude, an immenfe folio, or rather a 
number of quires ftitched together, which 
augijient daily ; and thefe are contained in a 
very large Morocco port-folio, having a lock 
and key, and which is kept in a ftrong dou- 
ble box. Thefe fheets are divided into co- 
lumns, each of which has a printed head as 
follows : 

i ft Col. Names and quality of the prifoners. 
2d Col. "The dates of their arrival at the 

CaJIIe. 

3d Col 
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3d Col. Names of the Secretaries of State 

who difpatched the orders for 
their admiffion. ■ ' , 

• 4th Col. Dates of the enlargement of the pri- 

foners. 

5th Col. Names of the Secretaries of State 
v c )by whom were ftgned the orders 
for their liberation. 
6th Col. Canfes of the detention of prifoners. 
7th Col. Obfervations and Remarks. 

* 

Of thefe, the fixth Column is filled up by 
the Major from hints which he has received; 
and the Lieutenant de Police gives him fuch 
inftrudtipns as he pleafes, and whenever he 
pleafes. The feventh and laft columns con- 
tain a kind of hiftory of the expreflions, ac- 
tions, difpofition, life, morals, and end of N 
the prifoners, i 

1 

Thefe laft two columns are a fort of fecret 
memoirs, whofe fidelity and truth depend on 
the right or wrong judgment, good or ill will 
of the Major and Commijfaire du Roi. Many 
prifoners are not mentioned at all in thefe 
two columns. 



This 
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This book is the invention of the Steur 
Chevalier ', Major acluel, to whom it was given 
in charge to write the hiftory of the Bajiille 
from its firft foundation ; and this he per- 
formed, beginning it as far back as the records 
would furnifh materials. When a fheet is 
filled, it is immediately added to this book, 
for the information of pofterity; and a keeper 
of the archives is appointed. 

Befide the matters lafl fpoken of, a regifter 
is kept of all the orders ever given or ad- 
dreffed to the Governor of the Bajiille all 
the letters of the Minifter, and from the 
Police; thefe are preferved with particular 
attention, and can at any time be readily re- 
ferred to, when required. 

# 

As foon as a prifoner arrives at the Caftle, 
a notice to that effect is difpatched by the 
Major to the Minifter and to the Commijfaire 
du Roi. In many cafes, the Major is apprized 
beforehand that fuch and fuch perfons will 
be foon committed to his care; and it now 
and then happens that a letter from the Co?n~ 
viijfaire du Roi delivers a prifoner by antici- 
pation, fome time before the King's order ar- 
rives ; 
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rives ; when which laft is received, the Major 
carefully returns the prior letter. 

i 

When a prifoner of any note becomes dan- 
geroufly ill, and they have good reafon to ex- 
pect he will not recover, they never fail to 
fet him at liberty; as it is particularly un- 
pleafing to the Minifter to have any one who 
has powerful friends die in the Bqftille*. 

If a prifoner does die here, he is carried 
away and buried in the parifh of Saint Paul y 
under the character of a fervant; and this falfe 
reprefentation is inferted in the regifter, to 
miflead pofterity. There is, however, another 
regifter, containing the true names, &c. of 
the deceafed; but it is very difficult to obtain 
a fight of this for the purpofe of an extract ; 
the Commiflary of the Bqftille muft firft be 
informed to what ufe a family applying 
means to put the extract. • 

There is alfo in the Caftle a vaft magazine, 
called Le Depot, into which are put all fuch 
books as have been feized and prohibited from 
being fold. 

# 

# It fometimes happens that prifoners die in the Bqftille 
by fecret means ; but the inftances are rare. 

Ha When 
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When the Commiffaire du Rot ( Lieutenant 
de Police ) or any Minifter enters the Bqflille % 
the guards are formed into ranks to falute 
them as they pafs, and the great gates are 
thrown open. The fame ceremony is ob- 
ferved towards the Marechals of France. 
Thefe laft only are allowed to enter the 
Bajlillc wearing a fword ; though Dukes and 
Peers have claimed a right to the fame privi- 
lege, as we are informed by Le Memoire des 
Prejidens a Mortier du Parlement de Paris, 
prefentcd to the Duke of Orleans> Regent of 
the kingdom, in 171 7. 

No carriage is fuffered to come within the 
Caftle, except fuch. as bring the prifoners thi- 
ther, or are fent for to remove them to fome 
other caftle or prifon. 

M. de Renneville (f) y who was confined 
in the Bqftille eleven years and one month, 

. regained 

(f) Rene-Augujie Conftantin de Renneville (the youngefl 
-of twelve brothers, who were all in the army, and of whom 
feven were (lain in the fervice of their country) was born 
at Caen. His family was of diftin&ion, and originally of 
the province of Anjou. After having ferved fome time 
as an officer, he was charged with negotiations of great 

importance 
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regained his liberty on the 16th June 171 3, 
and withdrew to England, where he com- 
pofed two volumes, entitled, V Inqttifition 
Franeoife; ou^ Hifloire de la Bqflille> and dedi- 
cated his work to King George I. Thefe 
two volumes were printed in 12 mo. at Am- 
Jlerddm, by Etienne Roger ', in 17 15, and 
tranflated into Englifh and Dutch. This 
interefting performance is now extremely 
fcarce. It contains a hiftory of the different 

importance at feveral foreign courts. On his return to 
j France, he was made principal Secretary to M . de Cha- 
millard. Some fecret enemies, however, diffufed among 
the Minifters reports injurious to his character, and he 
was thrown into the Ba/lille. Though no fpecific charge 
was ever brought againft him, he was notwithflanding 
detained there during a fpace of eleven years and one 
month (from the 16th May 1702, to the 16th June 17 13). 
He aflures us, that he never could difcover the caufe of his 
imprifonment. On his arrival at the Caftle, he was {hut 
up in the firft chamber of the Tour du Coin, where in for- 
mer days Henry de Montmorency, Duke of Luxembourg, the 
Marechals de Biron and Bajfomp'iere had been confined. 
It was in this fame chamber that M. le Maitre de Sari 
(committed to the Bajlille 14th May 1666, and detained 
there two years) compofed the greateft part of his verfion 
of the Bible. M. de Renneville cultivated Poetry and the 
Belles Lettres; and his hiftory abounds with paflages which 
the beft Poets of his time would not have been afhamed 
to acknowledge. 

prifoners 
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prifoners whom M. de Renneville had an 
opportunity of being acquainted with during 
his long abode in the Cattle. His defcrip- 
tions of the various parts of the building 
are exa&ly conformable with what the reader 
has juft perufed: but the interior management 
of this horrid Inquifition is greatly altered 
fince the beginning of the prefent century. 
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ANECDOTES. 



HA RLE S de Con fault, Due de Biron, 



Peer, Admiral, and Marechal of France, 
and Governor of the Port of Brejl, at a time 
when he was loaded with favours by Henry 
IV. entered into a correfpondence with the 
Spaniards and the Duke of Savoy, at that 
time the profefled enemies of the natior , who 
flattered him with hopes of obtaining a: their 
hands the fovereignty of the Ducky of Bur- 
gundy, and that of Franche-Comte, as a por- 
tion with a daughter either of the King of 
Spain or of the Duke of Savoy, whom they 
promifed to give him in marriage. Horry IV. 
having difcovered the plot, immediatey taxed 
. Biron with it, who denied the crime vith un- 
conquerable audacity. The Pariianent of 



I. 



1 




Paris 



Digitized by Google 



( 6o ) 

Paris gave orders for his trial. He was found 
guilty of the crime of high treafon againft 
his King and Country, and condemned to 
lofe his head, by an Arret of the 29th July 
. 1 602 ; which fentence was executed on the 
31ft of the fame month, in the interior court 
of the Bajlille. The iron hooks which were 
ufed in the fcaffold on that occafion, are yet 
to be feen in the walls ; for it was ere&ed in 
fuch a manner, that he came on foot from his 
own chamber ftrait to the block. He was 
not above 40 years of age at the time of his 
decollation. His body was interred in the 
parifli of St. Paul. There frill remain ma- 
nufcript copies of the procefs againft Charles 
de Gwtault, Due de Biron, in the Royal Li- 
brary! and in thofe of 57. Germain des Pres 9 
and of Paris. 
j 

Francis de BaJJompiere^ Maredial of France, 
born Jpril 2, 1579, was remarked for his ex- 
emplary conduft, and particularly for his 
courage. His great reputation gave offence 
to the Minifter, Cardinal de Richelieu, who 
contrived to have him fhut up in the Bajlille 
;th F ebruary 1 63 1 . Bajfompiere did 

not 
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not regain his liberty till the death of his per* 
fecutor, about twelve years afterwards, on the 
19th January 1643. He compofed fome 
memoirs in his confinement, and died in 
1646. 

In 1 674, Louis Chevalier de Rohaft y Grand 
~ Veneur of France, having loft his baggage in 
a fkirmifh, on its being rifled, certain letters 
were found which gave ground of fufpicion, 
that he was engaged in a traiterous defign to 
deliver Havre-de-Grace into the hands of the 
Englifli. In confequence of this difcovery 
he was feized, and thrown into the Bq/lille. 
The Sieur de la Tuanderie, who was his emif- 
fary in the bufinefs, hid himfelf immediately 
on hearing the news of his principal's arreft. 
Sufficient proofs not being brought forward 
againft de Rohan, a commiffion was created 
which aflumed to itfelf the office of draw- 
ing up* documents for convicting him of 
treafon. La Tuanderie was difcovered at 
Rouen, whither proper officers were difpatched 
to apprehend him ; but perceiving his cafe 
to be defperate, he fired on his aflailants, 
and was himfelf immediately killed on the 
fpot. The friends of the Chevalier de Rohan 

I repaired 
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repaired every night to die Bajiille> which 
they circumambulated, crying inceflantly, 
with the affiftance of a fpeaking-trumpet, 
" La Tuanderie is dead, and has confeffed 
u nothing;'* but this was never heard by the- 
Chevalier. The Commiflioners, finding that 
they could draw nothing from him, told 
him, " That the King , knew the whole of 
" the fadtj and was poflefied of convincing 
" proofs ; that they only waited his confef- 
" fion ; and that they had authority to pro- 
mife him a pardon upon the fingle con- 
44 dition, that he fhould declare the truth 
" of the matter." The top credulous Che- 
valier avowed the treafon; when, in an in- 
ftant, the perfidious wretches changed their 
tone, and told him^ that it was true, they 
could not enfure his pardon, but that they had 
great hopes of obtaining it, and would go 
immediately to folicit it. Notwithftanding 
this promife, they felt no compun&ion in 
pronouncing, foon after, the dreadful fen- 
tence of his death. The Chevalier was con- 
demned to lofe his head; and on the 27th 
November 1674, he was conduced on foot 
to the fcaffbld, along a gallery ere&ed on 
a leve.1 with a window of the Fencing- 
fchool, belonging to the Arfenal, which looks 
on a little fquare at the end of la Rue • 

des 

■ 

Digitized by Google 



( «3 ) 

des T mrndleSy where he was executed. The 
proceedings againft him are to be feen in 
the King's Library, and in the Memoirs of 
the Marquis de Beauvcau. Cologn % 1 68 8, 
p. 407. 

IV. 

In the fame year with that of de Rohan % 
execution, the Jefuits of the College de Cler- 
mont having requefted the King, Lewis XIV. 
to honour them with his prefence at a Tra- 
gedy which was to be performed by their 
fcholars, the Monarch accepted the invitsu 
tion. Thefe artful courtiers took care to in- 
fert in various parts of the piece many flat- 
tering paflages which were plainly addrefled 
to the Royal Auditor, who greedily inhaled 
the precious incenfe. When the Re£tor of 
the College was re-condu&ing the King from 
his feat, at the conclufion of the performance, 
a nobleman in the Royal fuite fpoke in terms 
of admiration of the merit of the Tragedy. 
Lewis ^ turning fhort upon him, faid, " Where 
" is the wonder ? it is my own College !" — 
This remark did not efcape the ears of the 
Jefuits ; and that fame night they caufed to 
be engraved on a black marble, in letters of 
gold, " Collegium Ludovici Magni and this 

I 2 infeription 
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* 

infcrlptlon they fubftituted the next morning 
in the place ofi ajv ancient one which formerly 
flood immediately beneath the name of Jefus f 
over the principal gate of the College f u Col- 
u legium Claromontanum Societati Jeftis" ) A 
young fcholar of noble birth, about thirteen 
years of age, obferving their his zeal, com- 
jpofed the following verfcs, which he affixed 

lit; night to the gate of the College: 

* 

u Abftulit hinc Jcfus^ pofuitque infignia Regis 
w Impia gens : alium non colit ilia Deum" 

The Jefuits exclaimed againft the facrilege, 
as they failed not to term it ; the young 
Author ^was difcovered, carried away, and 
fhut up in the Bqftille. The implacable 
Brotherhood fentenced him, by way of fa- 
vour, only to perpetual imprifonment, and 
he was removed to the Citadel of Vljle Saint 
Marguerite. Many years after this he was 
taken back again to the Bajlille* In 1705, 
when he had been thirty-one years in con- 
finement, he became fole heir to the eftates 
of his family, which were very confiderable ; 
and the Jefuit Riquelet, at that time Con- 
feflbr of the Bajlille^ remonftrated with the 
fraternity on the neceffity of releafing their 

prifoner 
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prifoner. A fhower of gold, as it formerly- 
forced open the doors of Danae\ tower, 
had a fimilar effed on the impenetrable for- 
trefs of the Bqflille. The Jefuits aflumed a 
merit with the prifoner, in the prote&ion which 
they had afforded him ; and that nobleman, 
whofe family had been extintt but for the 
friendly offices of the Society, did not fail to 
exhibit the moft indubitable proofs of his gra- 
titude (Preface de M. de Rennevilk y Tom, i. 
page 46 — 48 J. 

V. 

The famous prifoner of the Bajlille^ ge- 
nerally known by the name of " The Man 
" in the Iron Ma/k" was in the chamber 
called the third Bertaudiere. This remark- 
able perfonage was refufed nothing that he 
afked for; he was treated nobly, and the 
Governor never was feated in his prefence. 
He was enjoined perpetually to wear a mafk 
of iron, and was given to underftand, that 
inevitable deftrudtion would be the confe- * 
quence of his making himfelf known. Thefe 
circumftances gave rife to various conjec- 
tures. The Author of Memoires Secrets pour 
fervir a VHijloire de Perfe aflerts, that the 

Count 
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Count de Vermandois, a natural fon of Lewis 
XIV. and Mademoifelle de la Valliere, and 
highly beloved by them, who was nearly 
of the fame age with the Dauphin, but of 
a character diametrically oppofite to his, 
one day fo far forgot himfelf as to hit him 
a box on the ear; that this action having 
got wind, Lewis, to fend him out of the 
way, ordered him into the army ; and gave 
inftructions to a confidential agent to fpread 
a report, foon after his arrival among his 
corps, that he was infefted with the plague; 
which having had the natural effect of mak- 
ing him fhunned by every body, he might 
with probability give out that he had died of 
the difeafe; and while he deceived the army 
with the preparations for his obfequies, he 
was to conduct him fecretly to the citadel of 
r ifle de Saint e Marguerite. Thefe inftruc* 
tions were punctually obeyed. The next 
order was, that he fhould remain in that 
citadel till he could, be conveniently removed 
to the Bojlillc, which was done in 1700, 
when Lewis gave the government of the 
Bajlille to the Commandant of that ifle, as 
a reward for his fidelity. The fame Author 
adds, that the Comte de Vennandois one day 
conceived the idea of graving his name with 

the 
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the point of a knife at the bottom of his 
plate ; that a fervant having difcovered this, 
thought the opportunity favourable for mak- 
ing his court, by carrying the plate to the 
Commandant, and hoped to meet with art 
ample recompenfe ; but the poor wretch was 
egregioufly deceived, for he was put to death 
on the fpot to prevent the poffibility of the 
fecret being divulged- Though thefe Secret 
Memoirs were publiflied nine years previous 
to the eariieft edition of VHiJloire du Siec 
de Lewis XIV. as M. Clement obferves in Les 
cinq Annees Liter aires ( Lettre xcix. du i Mai % 
1752, Tom. 2 ). Voltaire boldly afferts, that 
all the hiftorians who had written before 
him were ignorant of this extraordinary 
fad. He relates the ftory with but little 
variation, except that he omits the name of 
the Coimt de Vermandois. He adds, that the 
Marquis de Louvois, when he went to vifit 
this unknown prifoner in the LJle Sainte Mar- 
guerite, always converfed with him in a Hand- 
ing pofture, and with the moft profound re- 
fpedt; — that the prifoner died in the Bajlille 
in 1704, and was interred by night in the 
parifti of St. Paul. The Author of the Phi- 
lippic^ (M. de la Grange-Chancel )^ in his 
Letter to M. Frezon, pretends that this pri- 
foner 
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foner was the Due de Beaufort, who was re- 
ported to have fallen in the fiege of Candy 3 
and whofe body was never to be found by the 
moft diligent fearch. He gives, as a reafon 
for the confinement of the duke, his turbu- 
lent fpirit, the part he took in the diftur- 
bances of Paris, in the time of La Fronde^ 
and his oppofition (in character of ad- 
miral) to the defigns of Colbert, Minifter 
in the Marine Department. M. Poullain 
de Saintfoy combats all thefe opinions con- 
cerning the Man in the Iron Mafk; he like- 
wife contradi&s the date of this prifoners 
confinement in the IJle St. Marguerite, fixed 
by M. de Voltaire in 1661, by M. de la 
Grange-Chancel in 1669, and by the author 
of Memoires Secrets towards the end of 1 68 3. 
M. de Saintfoy afferts, that this unknown 
perfonage was no other than the Duke of 
Mounmouth, fon of King Charles II. by Lucy , 
Walters; that he had headed a party in the 
county of Dorfet, where he was proclaimed 
King ; and that having encountered the royal 
army, he was defeated, taken prifoner, and 
conduced to London, where he was fhut up 
in the Tower, and condemned to lofe his 
head on the 15th July 1685. M.de Saintfoy 
adds, that a report was fpread about this time, 

that 
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that there was an officer in the army of the 
Duke of Monmouth^ whofe features and per- 
fon bore a fmgular refemblance to the Duke's ; 
that this man had been made prifoner at the 
fame time with his royal commander, and 
had the heroifm to fuffer death in his ftead. 
He quotes Mr. Hume 9 and a book entitled 
" Amours de Charles II. and James II. 
** Kings of England" and obferves, to con- 
firm his opinion, that James II. apprehenfive 
that fome unforefeen revolution might fet 
Monmouth £t liberty, thought proper, for the 
peace of his own mind, to grant him his life 
on condition of his immediately palling over 
to France. The Jefuit, Henry Griffet> who 
had long beenConfeflbr (g) to the prifoners in 
the Bajlllle, having gained accefs to the fecret 
papers and archives of the Caflle, and with- 
out doubt feen the Regifter of Deaths which 
was placed in the Depots compofed a very 
mafterly diflertation on this hiftorical problem. 
The Jefuit does not politively aflert, that the 
Man in the Iron Majk was the Dukte de Ver- 

(g) Thofe Jefuits who had the fortune to be appointed 
Confeflbr3 to the King, never failed to place one of their 
own Society in the poll of Confefibr to the Bafl\Uf\ which, 
though in itfelf a place pf little confequence, yet, whea 
it was in their hands, became the means of making dis- 
coveries, which aided the profound views of their infer- 
nal politics. This poll is now hereditary in the Society, 
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tnandois ; but he adduces many probable rea- 
fons to favour that opinion; and on this 
doubtful fubjed the fufFrage of M. P. Griffet 
muft be allowed to have great weight. 

VI. 

The Depot of the Bajlille contains many 
chefts of papers belonging to the late Due 
de Vendo me (h)^ relating to many cu- 
rious incidents in the hiftory of that noble- 
man, and in that of the Spanijh y Italian^ and 
Flanders wars. Thefe papers were feized 
from the pofleffion of his natural fon, who 
had been his fole legatee, and who was 
ftrongly fufpe&ed of being the author of a 
pamphlet, entitled Les trots Maries (the three 
Mailly's). He was apprehended and put 

(h) Louis jfofeph, Due de Vend6me, de Mercosur \ 
tPEtampes, & de Penthievre, General des Galeres, Grande 
Senefchal, ta* Gouverneur de Provence, born the 30th July, 
1654, was Viceroy and General of the Armies in Cata- 
lonia in Spain, from the year 1685, till the beginning of 
the prefent century. In 1702 he took the command of 
the army 7h Italy, where he defeated Prince Eugene and 
the Imperialijis ; and in 1707 made the campaign of 
Glanders. He returned three years afterwards into Spain* 
and died at Vinaros in that kingdom the nth of June 
1 712. This man, ever memorable for his military ex- 
ploits, and who was great grand-fon of Henry IV. of 
France, left behind him no offspring, except one natural 
fon, whom he made his fole legatee; 

Into 
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into the Bajlille^ whence he was foon after 
removed to Vincennes, where he died. Thefe 
papers are in a very damp place, where 
they will foon be rotten or worm-eaten ; and 
pofterity, it is to be feared, be deprived of 
thefe precious hiftorical materials. 

r r 

VII. 

The Sieur Vaillant, a worthy ecclefiaftic, 
but who had been unfortunate enough 
to have been concerned in the affair of the 
too-famous Bull, was confined in the Bqflille 
from 1728 to 1 73 1. He was a fecond time 
thrown info that prifon in 1 734. Some hot- 
headed fanatics were feduced, either by bribes 
or other means, to fpread a report, " That 
this prieft was the prophet Ellas ^ lately de- 
fcended upon the earth ; that he was now 
" in the Bqflille^ but would foon be taken 
" thence and put to death." The partifans 
of this ecclefiaftic obtained the common ap- 
pellation of Vqillanttfts. In a courfe of time, 
the rigour with which he was treated in the 

* mm 

Bqftille^ together with his own aufterities, 
turned his brain. He harboured at times the idea 
thathe was indeed the prophet Elias; andlirmly 
believing that he Ihould one day be caught 
up in a whirlwind of fire, he made no fcru- 
pie of honeftly communicating this opinion 
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\6 the officers of VEtat Major. On tHe 26th 
of January 1739 the chimney of his apart- 
ment took fire, and he welcomed the moment, 

• 

fo long expe&ed, of his elevation ; but the 
fire was foon extinguifhed, and he remained 
under lock and key as ufual. He now thought 
himfelf bound to make a ferious declaration 
in writing to the Sieur Herault, Lieutenant 
dc Police, " that he, Vaillant, was in no 
" fenfe the prophet Ellas ; that he did not 
" reprefent him, and that he had no- autho- 
" rity for announcing him, or for adting or 
" fpeaking in his name." Long folitudie 
impaired his intelle&s. Having entered the 
chapel one Sunday to hear mafs, he fuddenly 
feized the veftments, put on the cope, &c. 
and began mafs. The people called for aflift-< 
ance, and the Major came, and tried in vain 
to ftop the prieft, who, quite regardlefs of all 
about him, continued the fervice. The Major 
feized him, the prieft refilled, and the chani-* 
pions at laft collared each other. This fcene de- 
prived the prifoner from ever again attending 

thq mafs. He was afterwards conveyed to 
VlncenntSy where he died. 

VIII. , 

The Comte de Lally was near three years 
in the Bajlillc. He was of a violent dif- 

pofitiori, 
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pofition, and one of his favourite maxims 
was, w That he knew no pleafure fo fweet as 
u revenge ; which was truly the pleafure of 
" the gods !" He added, " The Parliament 
" will judge me with all the rigour of the 
" laws ; but the King will favour me and 
" mitigate my fufferings," 

He had permiflion to have his fecretary to 
refide with him ; and this man he wearied 
out with perpetual vexation. One day the 
fecretary having obferved in the great Court 
a quantity of coagulated blood, which had 
been drawn by phlebotomy from one of the 
lick prifoners, and which the fervant had 
carelefsly thrown there, he conceived an idea 
that preparations were making for putting 
him to death, and immediately became di£» 
traded. He was conveyed to Charentoru 

The Major of the Bajlille received orders 
to conduct the Comte Lolly to the Palace, to 
undergo his final examination. M. le Pre- 
fident commanded that officer to divert him 
of the ribbon of his Order, and the other 
infignia of his dignities ; but he refufed to 
perform that office, which was immediately 
executed by the Hufiars. The Comte was re- 
conducted to the BaJlilUy and all vilits in fu* 

ture, 

Di 



( 74 ) 

ture, and permiffion to walk out, were pro*- 
hibited. The officers kept him company by- 
turns from this time till his execution, which 
did not take place till three or four days after 
his condemnation. In the mean time, his 
friends and relations took opportunity of 
pafling in their carriage by the fide of the 
gate St. Antoine^ arid before his window, 
x making figns to him to anticipate his fate by 
cutting his throat ; but all their fignals were 
ufelefs ; the prifoner, abforbed in refle&ion, 
never caft his eyes that way, and left to the 
executioner, what, had he perceived their 
inftigations, he would certainly have faved 
him the trouble of performing. The Major 
received orders to remove Lally into the Con* 
ciergerie, there to pafs the night of hdrror 
- preceding his execution, and to continue 
with him the whole, time. Here he became 
reconciled to that officer whom he had ever 
before detefted. The next morning M. Paf- 
quier^ a Counfellor of Parliament, faid to 
him, " The King is full of mercy, and will 
" certainly pardon you if you will declare 
44 every thing you know of your two accom- 
44 plices, &c." Lally flew into rage, called 
M. Pafquier a perfidious man, abufed him in 

'the grofTeft manner, and poised out on him 

• *- 
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the moft horrid imprecations and blafphemies. 
The magiftrate gave immediate orders for' 
gagging him ; but foon after, the Confeflbr ap- 
pearing, the gag was taken Out 'of his mouth. 
He then made a feint of removing a littldon one 
fide, drew a point of a compafs, which he had 
ingenioufly concealed, and ftabbed himfelf 
with great violence, with a full defign of pre- 
senting the.ignominy which was preparing be- 
tarHb^s eye's. The attendants however per- 
ceived and difarmed him, when he vehe- 

mently exclaimed " F- I have mi{fed the 

" blow !" The furgeon found the wound not 
mortal ; he became gradually more calm, was 
confeffed, and loon after executed, May 1 766. 

The family of Count Lally had by fome 
means obtained a copy of all the proceedings 

• at the execution of the Due de Biron, and 
folicited that the Count might meet his end 

— in the fafne way, but in vain. Yet it appears, 
that this family were lefs earneft about the 
fate of the criminal, than to recover the im- 
menfe fums which he had remitted to England. 

M. de Voltaire lately publifhed De Frag- 
ment fur Vlnde, in which he conjures the 
tribunal which fat on Count Lally to revile 
the decree by which he was condemned. 

We 



We obferve'with a mingled contempt andrn^ . 
dignation, that this old man,* who is perpetu- ' 
ally boafting his love of truth as fuperior to 
^very other confiieration, and who' pretends 
to have irifpeclred the mod circumftantial 
memoirs and fecret informations of ihis tri- 
bunal, only flightly glances ii\ tbefe memoirs 
at the means of juftification which might ber 

employed in behalf "of the party condemned*- 

. • . . v • -« '\ 
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M. de -Voltaire however deemed tins iut^ 
fident matter for declamation againft the Par- 
liament of * Paris, and, wading through" thick- 
and thin, to reproach them with the -accumu- 
lated mifery of two centuries, down to the. 
time of V Arret en favour d'AriJlote; with- 
out having the fenfe to refleel, that .arn^ble 
tn'md would have fcornedr. thus bafely tor- 
lcizcr the opportunity, vyhen a number of the 
members of that body, the : vijftimfc eff patri4 
otic zeal* were difp^fed: hi { exiie, to infirit— 
th;qm unrder the bafe idea of impunity/ This 
is truly the AJs\s ikk 'at 'the* fick '£/W,Vas i& 
well remarked by the Ga%ette Utttehnrc q% 
F Europe f for the year 1773. 
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